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Personal History

Growing up in a Pastor’s home, I came to a saving knowledge of Christ at a young age.  It has been with amazement and awe that I have seen Him work directly in my life to bring me to where I am today.  I attended both Cedarville and Cornerstone Universities and graduated with a degree in Secondary English Education and Speech Communications.  I have taught in both a Christian and Public High School, but after having my first child I decided to stay home and ‘teach’ my own children.  I have worked within the Homeschool Community for the last six years tutoring students, teaching Literature/Writing Classes and teaching Choreography for the Homeschool Performing Arts (HPA) program.  

English I (9thgrade)

In English I we will be focusing on both Literature and Writing.  Each week students will be given assignments which include components of:  grammar, composition and literary analysis/comprehension.  Material will be taught using a thematic approach with an emphasis on both the spiritual and biblical implications for our lives.  

Resources needed:

The following is a tentative list of books needed for class.  We may or may not get to all of them during the course of the year.  A $20.00 copy fee, payable to the tutor on the first day of class, is required.

	                 Required in class Reading:
	

	· The Chosen

· Pride and Prejudice

· Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

· To Kill a Mockingbird

· Animal Farm

· The Scarlet Pimpernel
	


Each student needs a 2 ½ - 3 inch binder, tabbed dividers and access to various materials:  poster board, colored pencils, etc.  Library research is essential to this class.

**Parents will be asked to grade the weekly grammar work at home.

English II (10th grade)

In English II we will also focus on both Literature and Writing.  Weekly assignments will include components of:  grammar, composition and literary analysis/comprehension.  Our focus will be on World Literature using a thematic approach. These themes will be explored extensively and biblical principles will then be applied to our understanding of the true dilemma of mankind.

Resources needed:

The following is a tentative list of books needed for class.  We may or may not get to all of them during the course of the year.  A $20.00 copy fee, payable to the tutor on the first day of class, is required.

	Required in class Reading:
	

	· A Separate Peace

· Julius Caesar

· Night

· Short Stories by Edgar Allen Poe

· Short Story Unit

· Poetry Unit
	


Each student needs a 2 ½ - 3 inch binder, tabbed dividers and access to various materials:  poster board, colored pencils, etc.  Library research is essential to this class.

**Parents will be asked to grade the weekly grammar work at home.

Speech (9th-12th grade)

This semester long speech class is designed to help students gain both the skills and confidence they need to effectively communicate their ideas to a group of people.  It will also focus on verbal and non-verbal communication, as well as listening and organizational skills.  As Christians we have a responsibility to effectively communicate the Gospel to the world around us.  I believe this class will give our students the necessary tools in order to do this.  

Resources needed:

The following is a list of the speeches that must be completed during the course of the year.  A $15.00 copy fee, payable to the tutor on the first day of class, is required.

	· Introductory Speech

· Impromptu Speech

· Demonstration Speech

· Informative Speech

· Persuasive Speech
	


Each student needs a 1 ½ – 2  inch binder, tabbed dividers and access to various materials:  video camera, poster board, colored pencils, etc.  Library research is essential to this class.  Each student will also be required to present one speech to a group other than our regular class.  

Drama (9th-12th grade)


A fun-filled semester long class incorporating group improvisation and creative learning, Drama  is available to all students who have a desire to learn about theatre arts and basic acting skills as well as some theatre history. Character development, stage direction, and stage movement are a few of the units covered throughout the year.

 Resources needed:

The following is a list of the projects that must be completed during the course of the year.  A $10.00 copy fee, payable to the tutor on the first day of class, is required.

· Research Project/Presentation

· Monologue

· Theatre Performance Critique

· Group Pantomime 

· Live perfomance 

Each student needs a 1 ½ – 2  inch binder, tabbed dividers and access to various materials:  video camera, poster board, colored pencils, etc.  Library research is essential to this class.  Each student will also be required to participate in a final performance.  

**Note:  The following two classes (American Literature and British Literature) will be 

   taught on an alternating schedule.  Check this year's current master schedule   

   to see which class is being offered.  

American Literature (11th  - 12th Grade)

In American Literature students will study American literature through the landscape of the American political arena. Students will understand that literature often reflects its time, especially in an emerging political nation as the United States. Students will learn that literature has purpose beyond entertainment. Students will study how the structure of language helps to promote and expand the ideas behind literature, both prose and poetry. Units will focus on the four domains of English Standards: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Resources needed:

The following is a tentative list of books needed for class.  We may or may not get to all of them during the course of the year.  A $20.00 copy fee, payable to the tutor on the first day of class, is required.

Required in class Reading:

· The Crucible

· The Scarlet Letter

· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

· The Grapes of Wrath (mature topics)

· The Great Gatsby

· Death of a Salesman

· Period Poetry

· Short Stories by Jack London, Stephan Crane and Ernest Hemingway

Each student needs a 2 ½ - 3 inch binder, tabbed dividers and access to various materials:  poster board, colored pencils, etc.  Library research is essential to this class.

British Literature (11th & 12th grade)

In British Literature we will also focus on both Literature and Writing.  Weekly assignments will include components of: composition and literary analysis/comprehension.  Our focus will be on British Literature seen through the lens of universal themes that speak to the nature of humanity.  These themes will be explored extensively and biblical principles will then be applied to our understanding of the true dilemma of mankind.

Resources needed:

The following is a tentative list of books needed for class.  We may or may not get to all of them during the course of the year.  A $20.00 copy fee, payable to the tutor on the first day of class, is required.

	Required in class Reading:
	

	· 1984 (mature topics)

· Beowolf

· Macbeth

· Hamlet

· A Tale of Two Cities

· Lord of the Flies


	


Each student needs a 2 ½ - 3 inch binder, tabbed dividers and access to various materials:  poster board, colored pencils, etc.  Library research is essential to this class.
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