Classes by Kim Whitteberry

English 7/8
English 7/8 is designed to continue building a strong grammatical foundation, which will allow the student to write effectively while challenging them with classical reading.

For Grammar, we will be using Easy Grammar Plus. During the year, the students will study the parts of speech, phrases, clauses, punctuation and types of sentences. When the year is over, they should be able to look at a sentence and identify the function of each word. This knowledge will strengthen their writing as they become familiar with the different components of a sentence.*

*Also, please understand that you will be expected to grade your student’s grammar materials. This should only take about 15-20 minutes a week. This enables me to spend more time grading subjective work and aid you in maturing your child’s composition skills.
In writing, we will be using U.S. History Based Writing 1 by Lori Verstegen. This study is based on the Institute for Excellence in Writing. Things that are covered include: note taking, summarizing, writing from pictures, research reports, creative writing, and essay composition as well as different stylistic techniques. 
Literature will challenge the students to read Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry  and Johnny Tremain and analyze them. They will be required to read the entire book and complete a variety of assignment, which examine the content in light of scripture, and familiarize the students with different literary techniques. Also, (time permitting) we will study various forms of poetry.
Required text: 
· Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry  By Mildred D. Taylor
· Johnny Tremain By Esther Forbes
· U.S. History-Based Writing Lessons, Volume 1 By Lori Verstegen (Can be copied for use by more than one student in each family)
· Easy Grammar Plus Student book 
· Easy Grammar Plus teachers book (the teachers book does contain all of the student worksheets which can be reproduced by the purchaser of the book. To keep the cost down, you can purchase only the teachers manual and make copies of the worksheets for your student)
All of the literature worksheets will be in hand out form. Thus, the copy fee is $10 for this class.
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Journalism

Journalism/Yearbook will emphasize the application of biblical principles to investigating, reporting, writing, and editing. Students will learn the basics of journalistic writing and sharpen composition skills through weekly reporting and writing assignments. The class will publish a newspaper every six weeks and produce the Yearbook.  The yearbook includes tasks such as, photography, working with Adobe In Design, organizing class pictures, selling ads and budgeting the production of the yearbook along with studying the elements of design and completing photography assignments.
Note: Students must be able to attend 4-5 workdays outside of regular class hours. The workdays are usually held on Fridays. 
Required supplies: 
· Text book to be determined
· Access to a digital camera

· Access to a home computer and word processing program
Optional but recommended:  A design program such as Microsoft Publisher





A flash drive for submitting projects

There will also be a $15 copy fee for this class.
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